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PRESIDENTõS CORNER:  
EVERYTHING ELSEé 

The dust is still settling from our Annual 
Meeting, but by all accounts it succeeded in 
our goal of providing a premier venue for 
professional development, recruitment, 
networking, and exchange.  We had a little 
fun there too.  Iôm grateful for the insights 
gained and contacts made ï and their value 
into the future.  Details are recounted 
throughout the pages of this Piscatorial Press, 
so Iôll only add here my hearty thank you  to 
everyone who contributed their mind, money, 
and muscle to this stimulating event! 
 
Of course, weôre already incubating ideas for 
the 2011 Annual Meeting in Bend, and 
discussing a return to Eugene in 2012.  Weôre 
also making some time to focus on, well, 
everything else.  Families, friends, and fish ï 
for sure ï but also everything else that the 
chapter is involved in.  A few examples follow. 
 
Your ExCom will meet in April to begin 
transitioning to the ñnewò ExCom over the 
summer.  Weôll wrap up the details 
surrounding the recent meeting, and consider 
a few changes for the next year.  Weôll 
evaluate the budget (which we expect to be in 
good condition) and develop funding priorities 
for the next year, within the framework of our 
Strategic Plan.  If it appears we can maintain 
our proven program of work with an annually-
balanced budget, weôll reconsider strategies 
for investment of the chapter ñnest eggò and 
potential long-term endowment of our 
scholarship program. 
 
Workshop anyone?  The chapter has a long 
history of serving a broader swath of 
professionals with independent workshops, 
such as the Watershed Restoration series.  
Weôre considering hosting a workshop in Fall 
2010.  The recipe requires a relevant topic, 
cost-effective venue, and dedicated 
organizers.  The ExCom can assist with the 
first ingredients, once the last one is located.  
If you sense a need for ñaquatic resource 
trainingò that we can and should be providing, 
and you can help organize it, please let us 

know.  Topics that seem current and relevant 
include management of municipal habitats, 
wave and tidal energy, improving riparian 
connectivity, and control of aquatic invasives.  
See the External Director's report on page 8 for 
details. 
 
Weôll also be continuing the chapterôs 
involvement in the upper echelons of the AFS.  
Weôve organized a symposium for the Western 
Division Annual Meeting (April 20-23). We will 
also be participating in the WDAFS ExCom and 
business meetings.  Several chapter members 
will arrive in Salt Lake City a day early to 
partake of the AFS Leadership Training 
seminar.  Our chapter is already known for 
providing leaders, of course, and currently has 
two members on the WDAFS ExCom.  More 
recently, our own Bob Hughes has announced 
his candidacy for the presidential track of 
national AFS ï see the March issue of Fisheries 
for his statement (also at www.orafs.org) and 
vote for the candidate who best represents your 
desires for the Society.  At the national level, 
Oregon members are chairing several 
committees tasked with supporting the 2011 
national Annual Meeting in Seattle ï anticipated 
to be the largest ever.  Let me know if youôd like 
to help out. 
 
In breaking news, congratulations are due our 
northern neighbors in the WA/BC Chapter for 
edging us in the competition for Outstanding 
Chapter of the Western Division.  I was a 
member of that chapter when I first came to the 
Northwest in the early 90s, and am vicariously 
proud that they have restored such vitality and 
relevance in recent years.  They studied us to 
win it, and weôll be studying them to win it back 
for Oregon next year! 
 
Finally, I wish all of you a wet and slimy Spring, 
in the most enjoyable sense.  Amid everything 
else that ñneeds doingò during this busy season, 
be sure to make some quality time to refresh 
yourself on the water, in the water, and with the 
fishes. 

Rich Grost, President 
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2009-2010 OREGON CHAPTER AFS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS 

 

President: Richard Grost 

541-498-2617, richard.grost@pacificorp.com 

President -Elect: Demian Ebert 

503-222-7275, daebert@pbsj.com 

Past President: Neil Ward 

503-229-0191, neil.ward@cbfwa.org 

Vice President: Shivonne Nesbit 

541-805-5320, shivonne.nesbit@oregonstate.edu 

Secretary -Treasurer: Shaun Clements 

541-757-4263, shaun.clements@oregonstate.edu 

External Director: Jeremiah Osborne-Gowey 

541-757-0687 ext. 3, osbornegowey@hotmail.com  

Internal Director: Jason Kent 

503-223-5388 ext. 105, jason.kent@tetratech.com 

Student Representative: Brett Anderson 

anderbre@gmail.com 

 

EXTERNAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

Education and Outreach: Karen Hans 

541-757-4186 ext. 251, Karen.M.Hans@state.or.us 

Fish Culture: Ryan Couture 

541-487-5510 ext. 100, ryan.b.couture@state.or.us 

Freshwater Habitat: Steve Starcevich 

541-757-4102 ext. 256, 

steve.starcevich@oregonstate.edu 

Legislative Committee: Hiram Li 

541-737-1963, hiram.li@oregonstate.edu 

Marine Habitat and Ecology: Scott Heppell 

541-737-1086, scott.heppell@oregonstate.edu 

Natural Production: Jens Lovtang 

541-553-2041, jlovtang@wstribes.org 

 

INTERNAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

Awards: Mindy Simmons 

503-808-4766; mindy.m.simmons@usace.army.mil 

Investments: Shaun Clements 

541-757-4263; shaun.clements@oregonstate.edu 

Scholarships: Scott Heppell 

541-737-1086; scott.heppell@oregonstate.edu 

Resolutions and Bylaws : Shivonne Nesbit 

541-805-5320; shivonne.nesbit@oregonstate.edu 

AFS / TWS Liaisons:  

Tony Faast, 503-231-6233; Tony_Faast@fws.gov  

Patty Snow, 503-947-6089; patty.snow@state.or.us 

 

EXTERNAL SUPPORT PERSONNEL  

 

Legislative Liaison: Vacant 

Webmaster: Kara Anlauf 

541-757-4263; kara.anlauf@oregonstate.edu 

 

INTERNAL SUPPORT PERSONNEL  

 

Historian: Vacant 

Newsletter Editor: Allison (Niggemyer) Evans 

541-231-5766; allison.evans@oregonstate.edu 

 

Additional contact information (mailing addresses, fax 

numbers) for all officers, committee chairs, and support 

personnel  are available at: http://orafs.org/contacts.htm 

Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society Mission  
 

Improve the conservation and sustainability of Oregon fishery 
resources and their aquatic ecosystems for long-term public 

benefit by advancing science, education, and public discourse 
concerning fisheries and aquatic science and by promoting the 

development of fisheries professionals. 

Oregon Chapter of the  
American Fisheries Society  

www.orafs.org  
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS & MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS : 

 
To join or change address, go to www.fisheries.org and be sure to sign up for the 

Oregon Chapter.  Also visit www.orafs.org to join our listserve and get other  
chapter information. 
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Oregon Chapterôs 46th Annual Meeting Recap 

SUCCESS THROUGH SCIENCE AND MANAGEMENT  

The Oregon Chapterôs Annual Meeting in 
February 2010 drew some 470 
professionals, including 60 students, to 
participate in ñSuccess Through Science 
and Managementò.  The theme of this 
meeting reflects the reality that successful 
management of fisheries and aquatic 
resources requires translation and 
integration of detailed, highly technical 
information into management.  Increased 
understanding of the science underlying 
natural resource processes usually leads to 
development of more effective 
management tools.  This yearôs Annual 
Meeting challenged participants to think 
about the application of science and 
management toward achieving successful 
outcomes for our fisheries and aquatic 
resources. 
 
Plenary : Dr. Carl Schreck, professor in the 
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, Oregon 
State University, leader of the Oregon 
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, 
and AFS Award of Excellence recipient, 
began the meeting with an inspirational and 
thought-provoking keynote presentation 
titled, ñNeedles in Haystacks, Haruspication, 
and Much Harder than Rocket Science: 
Perspectives on Science for Fisheries.ò  Dr. 
Schreck offered his insights on the state of 
fisheries science and the challenges to 
thinking creatively and broadly when funding 
and peer review processes both tend to 
narrow our approaches.  He predicted that 
the science of the future will emphasize 
understanding how whole systems work -- 
the connections among all levels from the 
microscopic to the macro-landscape.  He 
urged us toward this goal through research in 
specialized areas such as pheromones, and 
also through improving our performance 
providing the most basic information such as fish 
abundance.  Throughout the meeting, many speakers 
referenced Dr. Schreckôs address in their own talks, which 
is a testament to Dr. Schreckôs ability to encourage 
broader thinking among the membership.  
 
Sessions : The volume and diversity of material presented 
was impressive.  Twenty technical sessions 
accommodated 164 oral presentations and 34 posters on 
topics ranging from genetics, morphology, statistics, and 
modeling to the application of science in the fields of 
policy, education, aquaculture, and fisheries management.  

Special sessions included ñSalmon in the Cityò and 
ñEnvironmental Legaciesò.  The least conventional session 
highlighted inspiring images of fish, including tips on 
underwater photography and video presented by member 
fish photographers.   
 
Workshops:  Three workshops preceded the meeting and 
educated some 80 members.  The largest, ñPIT Tag 
Techniques and Technologiesò, was organized by Dave 
Marvin and included presentations from members with 
ODFW, NMFS, USGS, and the Yakama Nation.  Vendors 
    Continued on page 4 

Rich Grost (left) and Demian Ebert (right) visit with plenary speaker Dr. Carl Schreck 

(middle) at the Annual Meeting. 

Michele Weaver discusses scale ages with David Leer at the highly successful poster 

session Wednesday evening. 
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participating in the workshop included OregonRFID and 
Bio-Mark.  This workshop covered the principles and 
techniques for a successful PIT tag experiment, the 
pros and cons of half-duplex vs. full-duplex tags, 
antenna theory, field detector design and testing, data 
management and QA/QC techniques, and live 
antennae demonstrations.  This was the most well-
attended pre-meeting workshop in recent memory.  
Vemco provided a free workshop on acoustic telemetry, 
including how the technology works, how to use Vemco 
equipment, and how to effectively analyze data 
offloaded from Vemco receivers.  The ñMedia Madnessò 
workshop was presented by Oregon State Universityôs 
News and Communication Services, and Extension and 
Experiment Station Communications staff.  This 
interactive workshop helped members learn how to 
solicit and respond to the attention of the news media.  
Participants reviewed new releases, video interviews, 
and then got their own ñface timeò in front of the camera 
for a taped and critiqued interview.  There were insights 
on how to anticipate controversy and objectively defuse 
pointed questions, and in general how to translate 
science to help the public better understand resource 
and management issues. 
 
Business Meeting : At the business meeting, President 
Rich Grost summarized the state of the chapter as 
being on course to meet the goals established in the 
annual work plan, and within budget.  He discussed the 
chapterôs role in continuing review of the Federal 
Columbia River Power System Biological Opinion and 
indicated that the issue was elevated to the Western 
Division, where a review of the Adaptive Management 
Implementation Plan (AMIP) was just completed and 
appears timely in providing constructive comment 
toward improved management of the Columbia and 
Snake rivers.  Mary Buckman (Secretary/Treasurer for 
the Western Division) provided an update on the 
upcoming Western Division meeting, and Bob Hughes 
announced his candidacy for the 2nd VP position of 
national AFS.  Internal Director Jason Kent announced 
the three education and outreach grant awardees for 
2010.  External Director Jeremiah Osborne-Gowey 
updated members on committee activities and 
Legislative Liaison David Moskowitz (Confluence 
Consulting NW) summarized opportunities to work with 
the state legislature.  Standing committees and the 
student subunit convened for strategy sessions. 
 
Tour:  Finally, after the meeting the City of Eugene 
sponsored a tour of the nearby Delta Ponds Habitat 
Restoration Project -- a collaborative effort with state 
and federal partners to restore this side-channel 
habitat. Once degraded and separated from the 
Willamette River and supporting only invasive plants, 

A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  R E C A P :  C O N T I N U E D 

the hydrologic connection has been restored, and it is now 
a thriving habitat with over 40,000 native plants and on-site 
use by Chinook and cutthroat trout.  Thanks to Eric Wold 
for the tour. 
 
Thanks:  Overall, the 2010 meeting fulfilled expectations as 
the Oregon Chapterôs largest and most important technical 
and professional networking event.  Thanks are due to all 
who attended, assisted, presented, moderated, donated, 
and especially the ExCom for a year of behind-the-scenes 
planning.  Every one of you is appreciated and recognized 
for your contribution! 
 

Allison Evans, Newsletter Editor 

Warren Leach (OR RFID) and Vince Tranquilli (ODFW) demonstrating 

various half-duplex antennae designs at the PIT tag workshop. 

Todd Simmons (left), Mark Floyd (middle), and Larry Pribyl 

(right) all of OSU facilitated the Media Madness workshop. 


